Update: Plans Take Shape for Neurosurgery Team’s
Honduras Mission Trip
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Looking forwnrd to traveling to Handuras to waorlc with One World Surgery at Holy
Family Surgery Center are (1. tor.) Thomas Busch, RN, Wendy Towers, CRNE, Khalid
Kurtom, MD, Tyler Gogoll, RV and Steve Lylaidis.

Five members of the UM Shore Medical Group — Neurosurgery tearm will fly to Honduras
in January 2020 o work with One World Surgery to perform 30 lifechanging
neurcsurgical procedures at the Holy Family Surgery Center in Honduras., Team
members participating in the mission to Honduras include: Khalid H. Kurtom, MD,
FAANS, FACS, Wendy 8. Towers, CRNP, first azsist, Tyvler Gogoll, RN, neurosurgical
teatn lead, Thomas Busch, RN, surgical nurse and Robert Brault, surgical



technologist. Surgical equipment specialist Steve Lykudis will also travel with the
team.

The purpose of the week-long medical mission is to provide minimally invasive
neurosurgical procedures to Honduras residents who would otherwise not have access to
quality surgical care. The team will use minimally invasive procedures to treat certain
types of spinal conditions including degenerative or herniated disc disorders, lumbar
spinal stenosis, instability of the spine and compression fractures of the spine.

In 2017, neurosurgery team members led by Dr. Kurtom traveled to Amman, Jordan to
perform life-changing surgeries at the Istishari Hospital on patients who were suffering
from a range of debilitating conditions, including injuries related to the conflict in Syria,
advanced and untreated spinal disease, and previous unsuccessful surgeries.

“Here, we are all fortunate to have the health care resources we do and sometimes it is
easy to take that for granted — most places in the world have limited access to advanced
health care, and most have no access to neurosurgical care,” says Dr. Kurtom. “Traveling
on a mission to one of those places in dire need and providing neurosurgical care is
considered a miracle for the people we help. As with our prior mission trip where we
helped Syrian refugees in Jordan, our trip to Honduras will be life altering to those we
help — and to our team it will be spiritually rewarding.”

The anticipated total cost of the medical mission trip to Honduras is $40,000 and
fundraising efforts are nowin progress to raise $20,000 to help defray the costs of the
frip. Non-tax deductible donations can be made to Chesapeake Neurological Surgery,
Inc., 4346 Southside Lane, Trappe, MD 21673,

“Nothing can describe the sense of personal reward that I and my team members gain by
doing these mission trips,” says Dr. Kurtom, who is now reviewing the Honduran
surgical cases in anticipation of the trip. “We hope our mission will inspire all to give of
themselves for the benefit of others.”

For more information, contact Dr. Kurtom, cnseaston@gmail.com
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